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Introduction

The Office of International Connections at LaGuardia Community College offers students the opportunity to study abroad in different regions of the world. Educational travel is a way to gain knowledge about the history, art, culture and customs of a country. Students who avail themselves of this unique opportunity not only get the chance to travel to another part of the world, to experience another culture, learn a new language and but also the opportunity to see the world from the perspective others. This fosters an ability to think independently. The experience gained offers one an opportunity to view America through a different lens, thereby appreciating its diversity, the commonality of its shared experiences with the rest of the world and an informed appreciation of oneself and others. 

The length of study abroad programs offered by LaGuardia varies in duration. They are generally from three to six weeks in duration and typically take place during Fall II and Spring II semesters. Financial Aid, for eligible students, covers a portion of the costs. Each program lists the college course and credit substitution available.

Students can participate in study abroad programs offered by both LaGuardia and other CUNY colleges. If you would like information on study abroad programs at other CUNY colleges, please visit this website: 

www. http://web.cuny.edu/academics/oaa/uei/inted/study-abroad-programs.html
LaGuardia Community College Sponsored Programs 
Bahamas Baptist Community College

Bahamas
Under the auspices of the Bahamas Baptist Community College, students have an opportunity to participate in internships with American companies.  In addition, students engage in an examination of how outsourcing affects both American companies and their host countries.  Finally, students analyze how a country such as the Bahamas grapples with issues like globalization while simultaneously attempting to retain its rich cultural heritage. This internship includes guest lectures, reflective papers and Blackboard. 
Course Requirements:  Students must enroll in CEP 201.  Liberal Arts majors are required, upon returning to LaGuardia, to complete assignments on Blackboard, write a reflective paper and develop a culminating project that links the experiential learning with the theoretical knowledge related to the student’s major area of study.  
Shanxi University
China
This study abroad program focuses on Chinese history, philosophy, culture, and contemporary society. Students engage in an examination of how contemporary China is grappling with issues such as globalization, immigration and education in the modern world while retaining its rich cultural heritage. This course is taught in English and provides vital background information that helps put current developments into a socio-political context. This course includes guest lectures, active learning, fieldwork and excursions. A workshop in conversational Chinese is required. Knowledge of Chinese is not, however, a requirement. 
Course Requirements:  Students must enroll in CEP 201.  Education majors must enroll in CEP 111, CEP 112 or CEP 175. All participants are required, upon returning to LaGuardia, to complete assignments on Blackboard, write a reflective paper and develop a culminating project that links the experiential learning with the theoretical knowledge related to student’s the major area of study.  
Niels Brock Copenhagen Business College
Denmark

This is an internship and provides students with an experience-based learning opportunity with a Denmark firm under the auspices of Niels Brock Copenhagen Business College. To provide a framework for the internship and prepare for the trip, students meet with LaGuardia faculty members from the Accounting and Managerial and Cooperative Education Department during either the Fall I or Spring I semesters, to discuss the learning objectives and relevant reading materials.  Students can participate in the internship during either the Fall II or Spring II semesters.

Course Requirements:  Students must enroll in CEP 201. Business majors are required to complete assignments on Blackboard, write a reflective paper upon returning to LaGuardia and develop a culminating project that links the experiential learning with the theoretical knowledge related to the student’s major area of study.  
Yeats Society Sligo –International Summer School
Ireland
This internship provides students with an experience-based learning opportunity in the setting of the W.B. Yeats International Summer School in Sligo, Ireland. To provide a framework for the internship and prepare for the trip, students meet with a LaGuardia faculty member during the Spring II semester not only to discuss the various readings for the Summer School, but also to select the seminars and workshops of interest. 
The W.B. Yeats Summer School runs for two weeks and students have the opportunity to enroll in two separate theme-based seminars that reflect their career and literary interests. Students enroll in one seminar per week and attend two morning lectures each weekday.  Opportunities that are available during the duration of the program include fieldtrips, poetry and drama workshops, dramatic and poetic readings by leading Irish authors, and the opportunity to interact with students and faculty from around the world. 

Course Requirements:  Students must enroll in CEP 201. English major are required, upon their return to LaGuardia, to complete assignments on Blackboard, write a reflective paper and develop a culminating project that links the experiential learning with the theoretical knowledge related to the student’s major area of study.
Salzburg Seminar
Austria

The Salzburg Seminar provides an intensive seven-day international experience that allows students to explore topical issues of global concern and to view them from a different perspective.  This forum inspires mutual understanding, the exchange of ideas that foster enlightened decision-making in a climate where differences in values and ideas are respected and where individuals are committed to creating change in their societies.  The seminar is held each year during spring break.
Course Requirements: Open to all students. Liberal Arts students can apply for Cooperative Education Program, CEP 201, internship credits.
Additional information on the Seminar can be obtained from:
http://www.sunyrockland.edu/go/study-abroad
Eligibility Requirements

· 18 years old

· Completed at least 30 credits

· 2.5 grade point average or better
· Study abroad application
· Letters of recommendation
· Student essay
· An interview with the Office of International Connections

· Passport 

· Visa:

Students who are not United States citizens must contact the Consulate of the country to be visited to determine visa requirements. Information on visa requirements is available from each country’s embassy in the United States. More information is available at: http://www.embassy.org.
The process can take weeks, so apply as early as possible. 

International students on a student visa must contact the International Student Office regarding the specific requirements for re-entry into the United States.
·  Insurance (Health, Emergency Evacuation, and Repatriation) 
Application Process for Study Abroad Programs
The Application process takes time so it is important to start early.

A student who is interested in a study abroad program should:

· Identify the program and discuss it with the Office for International Connections 

· Familiarize oneself  with the Study Abroad Handbook

· Contact the Office for International Connections to discuss the process and procedure for a travel abroad program

· Complete an application form and submit to the Office for International Connections for approval (see appendix). Remember to keep a photocopy for own records.

· Complete CUNY’s  Waiver and Release Agreement 

· Seek approval for college course substitution, where applicable, from the appropriate department

· Obtain information, if applicable, from the consulate of the country to be visited on the procedure for applying for a visa.


Who is eligible to study abroad?
Students who maintain a 2.5 GPA or better and complete 30 credits are generally eligible for study abroad. Freshmen or transfer students are ineligible until they have completed a full year of study at LaGuardia Community College. However, first year students can attend summer programs abroad.
What is the best time to study abroad?

The best time for a student to study abroad is in the second year of a degree program.

How long can a student study abroad?
Students may study abroad during either the Fall II or Spring II semesters. The programs range in durations from three to six weeks.
What type of financial aid is available for study abroad?

Students may use their financial aid, apply for CUNY Study/Travel Opportunities for CUNY Students Scholarships (STOCS) or Gilman Scholarship.   Information on STOC can be found at www. http://web.cuny.edu/academics/oaa/uei/inted/study-abroad-programs.html  For information on Gilman Scholarship, go to http://www.iie.org/programs/gilman/apply/application.html
Limited funding is available from the College.

What study abroad programs are available to students?
If you begin your study abroad planning early, you will likely have more flexibility in choosing your program of interest.

· Salzburg Seminar
· Bahamas Baptist Community College

· Shanxi University
· Niels Brock Copenhagen Business College
· Yeats Society Sligo –International Summer School
What do I need to do to if I decide not to study abroad after I have been accepted? 
Participants/applicants wishing to cancel must do so in writing, by the announced deadline. A Postal Service postmark date will be the determining date for all cancellations and such letters of cancellations should be sent Certified Mail Return Receipt.
Study Abroad Resources
Below is a listing, with links, of resources that provide information that students may find useful in preparing them for a study abroad program.
General
Central Intelligence Agency’s World Fact Book

http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook/index.html
Rough Guides Travel

http://travel.roughguides.com
Travel Library on the Internet

http://travel-library.com
The Web of Culture

http://webofculture.com 
Passport and Visa information

U. S. Department of State, Bureau of Consular Affairs: Information on Visa Requirements for Foreign Countries.

http://travel.state.gov/foreignentryreqs.html
Directory of Foreign Embassies and Consulates in the U.S.

http://www.embassiesabroad.com/embassies-in/UnitedStates
Weather

Information on the weather conditions of the country to be visited, can be found at: http://www.worldtravelserver.com/  or  http://www.weather.com/activities/travel/vacationplanner/
Currency

For information on the exchange rate for country to be visited, please go to: http://www.xe.com/ucc/
Health and Medical Information
International Student/Teacher identify Card (ISIC/ITIC) 

Provides travel insurance, 24-hour Help Line and discounts for students and teachers and professors.
http://myisic.com

U.S. Department of State: Medical Information for American Traveling Abroad

http://travel.state.gov./travel/tips/tips_1232.html#health
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC): Traveler’s Health Information 

Includes information on vaccine and health recommendations for specific countries, special reports on outbreaks of disease, natural disasters, etc.

http://www.cdc.gov/index.htm
U.S. Customs Office: Traveler Information

Includes custom restrictions on medications and other things.

http://www.customs.gov/xp/cgov/travel/
Study Abroad Inquiry Form
	BASIC INFORMATION

	Name:
	Date:

	LaGuardia Email:
	Personal Email:

	Address:


	Contact Numbers:

	Cell Phone:
	Local Phone:

	Do you have a valid U.S Passport?                                             Yes                            No                 

	If you are not a US citizen, you are responsible for contacting the appropriate Consulate to determine Visa requirements.

	Do you hold a medical insurance covering foreign travel?                 Yes                            No                 

	If yes, list company name and policy Number:

	ACADEMIC INFORMATION

	Major:
	Class Standing: Freshman            Sophomore 
	GPA:

	Language Spoken:

	Beginner: 
	Intermediate: 
	Advanced:  

	STUDY ABROAD INFORMATION

	Study Abroad Term:
	Fall
	Spring 
	Summer

	Program(s) of Interest:


	Emergency Contact

 Person Not Traveling

 with you:
	

	Relationship:
	

	Address:
	

	Phone #:
	Email:

	Are there any questions that you may have about study abroad?
	

	
	

	Signature of Applicant:
	

	Date:
	


Return this form and documents to :

LaGuardia Community College

Office of International Connections

M-412




Study Abroad Student Handbook








The City University of New York


LaGuardia Community College


Division of Academic Affairs





Office for International Connections


 (718 482-5642)


(Website)
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