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23 September 2008

 “Dreams” small group activity – Chapters 4 - 7

General Questions (All groups):

Where is Obama in this chapter?  How old is he?  With whom does he live?  At this point in his life, what is his relationship with his father?  His mother?  Gramps & Toot?  What is he doing with his life? i.e. working going to school, etc.  Finally, what is the major issue he is dealing with in this chapter?

Chapter 4 group:

In addition to the general questions, please respond to this quote: “I was living out a caricature of black male adolescence, itself a caricature of swaggering American manhood.” What is he referring to, and how does he resolve this statement?  
Chapter 5 group:

In addition to the general questions, please respond to this quote: -“It’s not white people who are making me choose . . it’s black people who always have to make everything racial. They’re the ones making me choose. They’re the ones who are telling me I can’t be who I am …”  Who is the author of this statement and what is happening in the chapter to elicit such a response.  What effect does this have on Obama’s sense of who he is?
Chapter 6 group:

In addition to the general questions, please respond to this quote: “She saw my father as everyone hopes at least one other person might see him; she had tried to help the child who never know him see him in the same way.”  Who is the “she” referred to in this quote?  What prompted the telling of this story?  Why does “she” feel the need to relate this particular story?
Chapter 7 group:

In addition to the general questions, please respond to this quote: “I still wonder sometimes how that first contact with Auma altered my life.”  This is not the first time Obama has addressed the subject of how his life was altered by one event or one person.  To what event(s) is he referring here?  What is the outcome of Obama’s thought process here?
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07 October 2008
 “Dreams” small group activity – Chapters 8 - 11
General Questions (All groups):
Where is Obama in this chapter?  How old is he?  With whom does he live?  At this point in his life, what is his relationship with his father?  His mother?  Gramps & Toot?  What is he doing with his life? i.e. working going to school, etc.  Finally, what is the major issue he is dealing with in this chapter?
Chapter 8 group:
Barack has just arrived in Chicago for his first try at community organizing.  He learned from Marty that they would adopt a strategy of organizing through the churches.  What are two strengths of using churches for organizing purposes? What are two weaknesses?  
Chapter 9 group:

It’s two months after BO arrived in Chicago and he has suffered a series of setbacks: with the steel union, Angela wants to quit, and Rafiq is only interested in promoting Rafiq.  And yet, the chapter ends on a high note.  Describe how BO and his team turned the situation around.
Chapter 10 group:

What are the major points BO brings to the discussion of “black self-hatred” and what is his assessment of the Black nationalist movement with regard to “self-esteem”?
Chapter 11 group:

This might well be subtitled “Auma’s story” or BO Sr’s story.”  What does BO mean when he says (221), “The king is overthrown… The emerald curtain is pulled aside… Whatever I do, it seems, I won’t do much worse than he did.”
**********************************************************************************************
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14 October 2008

 “Dreams” small group activity – Chapters 12 -17

General Questions (All groups):

Where is Obama in this chapter?  How old is he?  With whom does he live?  At this point in his life, what is his relationship with his mother?  What is he doing with his life? i.e. working, organizing, etc.  Finally, what is the major 

issue he is dealing with in this chapter?

Chapter 12/13 groups: 

[242] After the CHA asbestos meeting Obama says “I changed as a result of that bus trip, in a fundamental way.” 

What has changed for him? What has changed for the group? How does this make his job easier? harder?
[252] Obama talks about “the arrival of a new equilibrium between hope and fear … that most of our boys were slipping beyond rescue.” And later [271], says : “we are breaking apart … into different tribes, speaking a different tongue, living by a different code.” To what is Obama referring to in these passages? What actions did he take to act 

on these situations? Was he successful? Why, or why not?

Chapter 14/15 group: 
In talking about the meaning of community, Obama says [278] “to lend meaning to a community’s suffering and take part in its healing—that required something more.  What is the “more” he refers to? How do he and Johnnie address 

the healing process daily? With what success?

[311] While sightseeing in Nairobi with Auma, BO reflects that “here the world was Black, and so you were just you; you could discover all those things that were unique to your life without living a lie or committing betrayal.”  What is 

the significance of this statement?  How is this trip affecting his larger view of himself and his past experiences?
Chapter 16/17 group:

[329] After meeting his family Obama muses “There was only family; next of kin; people burdened by similar 

hardships. Now I was family…” What does this mean? How has BO’s situation changed with regard to his family? 
After Roy pours a drink on the floor as a libation to the gods [362], Auma remarks: “You Obama men! You get away with anything!” and no one will say anything to him.  What is his position in the house and why is this statement true 

or false?  Would he have received the same treatment in Washington DC? Why or why not?

