Thu, Jan 22, 2009 -- Assignments - Revised Date 
Please read this NY Times article for Tuesday's class 
and respond to the questions on Blackboard by Monday, January 28 Books - From Books, President-elect Barack Obama Found His Voice ... 
Barack Obama’s love of language and reading has helped him to communicate and shaped his sense of the world. 
January 19, 2009 - By MICHIKO KAKUTANI – Books

	A Reading List That Shaped The President
	


  



	"Like “Dreams From My Father,” many of the novels Mr. Obama reportedly admires deal with the question of identity: Toni Morrison’s “Song of Solomon” concerns a man’s efforts to discover his origins and come to terms with his roots; Doris Lessing’s “Golden Notebook” recounts a woman’s struggles to articulate her own sense of self; and Ellison’s “Invisible Man” grapples with the difficulty of self-definition in a race-conscious America and the possibility of transcendence."

What are the most important books that you have read that have shaped your identity? Can you devise a list as well. What books would you like to add to your listing--what people would you like to read more about?

Throughout his life, Mr. Obama has turned to books as a way of acquiring insights and information from others — as a means of breaking out of the bubble of self-hood and, more recently, the bubble of power and fame. At what times, might you turn to a book or are you not at all "bookish"?
	Number of Messages: 13
All read

	 


I like to read books that reveal who people are, biographies I guess. I also love reading nonfiction books related to political science, history, and journalism. I'm an aspiring political journalist myself. Some reporters think it's political content that makes a story memorable. I believe it's the people you find, their quirks, their flaws, what makes them funny, what makes them human. I like to learn what people do, find out what moves them, what scares them, and I write that down. That way they are the ones telling the story. In retrospect, journalism, in a way, is the art of capturing human behavior. 

Sometimes people can go through an entire education without realizing how they've been indoctrinated. I think any one that can engage in dialogue and inquiry about a topic can better understand an issue. Michael Parenti's Democracy for the Few is one of my favorite political science books. To really understand politics, one must first understand the political-economic infrastructure (capitalism). An institutional systematic analysis reveals that the bulk of public policy is concerned with economic matters, from taxing and spending, to delivering the mail and making war. My identity as an American and my relationship with my government became more clear. All too often the government represents the privileged few rather than the general public. I once wrote an essay and crafted a sentence that summarizes this principle that knowledge is power. It goes like this; Awareness and knowledge preclude political indoctrination and foster political independence that allows us to live freely. 

With journalism, sometimes there is a clash between the proclivity of journalists who stretch the truth for the sake of fame with that of plain and honest journalism. I've read many books dealing with journalistic ethics that showed how sometimes pressures and looming deadlines are great enough to make a reporter fabricate quotes, people, and whole stories. Ernest Hemingway noticed this. He realized that because journalism is hard work, the writing, the story that one puts together doesn’t always have to be one's best work. In retrospect, one doesn’t always have to aim to be enticing. Which is way I believe that as journalists, reporters have to get it right the first time. Because most people are never going to get the chance to meet a political candidate, or travel overseas and experience a crisis, they can only learn about those issues and those people through what the media shows or tells them, or does not show or does not tell. 

In that regard, newspeople and journalists serve as the public's eyes and ears. They are the "watchdogs" that preside over the government and give us the information that people need to live their lives. One of the first things people do when meeting a new friend or acquaintance is share information. News and the drill of shared discovery forms relationships, affirmations, friends, and enemies. 

Some of the other books I've read include: The Elements of Journalism; Mightier Than the Sword; Who's Looking Out for You, by Bill O' Reilly; Life's a Campaign, by Chris Matthews; Dispatches From the Edge, by Anderson Cooper; Hardball - How Politics Is Played, by Chris Matthews; Politicians, Partisans, and Parasites: My Adventures in Cable News, by Tucker Carlson; and Kennedy & Nixon: The Rivalry That Shaped Post-War America. 

Currently, I would like to read more about Winston Churchill. I admire the many quotes that have been derived from him. I admire people that have a way with words, they way they can garner a room's attention, the way they modulate their voice, and the way how some can be self-effacing and solicitous and provide some levity to a conversation as way of showing that they too are human like everyone else. Even a comedian like George Carlin would be a perfect example because he himself, in a way, was a linguistic, who showed us how sometimes the public is programmed with "soft language" that is sanitized. His comedic style, and his intelligent rapport showed the power of words and how sometimes they can be used to manipulate our thoughts.

Most of the times I usually watch the News in the television or listen to the music. I only read the books that I am interested in. Although I’m not bookish but I have read many popular books and novels such as Great Expection by Charles Dickens, 100 Simple Secrets of Successful Peple by David Niven and How successful People Win. Most of the books that I picked to read are all about business or how people succeed in life and achieve their goals. One of the most favorite book of me is “Rich Dad, Poor Dad what the rich teach their kids about money that the poor and middle class do not” by Robert T. Kiyosaki and Sharon L. Lechter. The book takes the message that the poor and middle class work for money, but the rich have money work for them to heart, personal-finance author and lecturer Kiyosaki and CPA Lechter lay out a financial literacy philosophy based on the principle that income-generating assets always provide healthier bottom-line results than even the best of traditional jobs. Since I started to read it,the book became my favorite. I think that the book can pass on my ideas and identifies me so well. The messages from the rich dad teach their kid is what my father and family tried to teach me when I was young. It was not because we were rich but we are business people. Now there is no specific book that I am interested in but I would like to read more about people who are successful in their lives and careers so I could learn from their experiences.

_____________________________________________________________________________II have read many book since I was a child, and most of them helped me shape my identity. Reading has always been part of my life. I used to read because I enjoyed doing it in the first place, because I loved to imagine what I was reading, and because I would “hide” from the real world and find my way to feel good. I can’t complain about my life at all, and most of the books I read helped me understand how lucky I have been. People (me included!) tend to complain about a lot of things: a boring/unsatisfactory job, the constant need to look good, lack of economic resources, etc. The bad thing is that sometimes we don’t realize how lucky most of us are. As long as we are healthy, there is nothing to complain about.
I used to think in a different way a few years ago. I didn’t have a good childhood because of family problems, and this shaped me the way I am today. But because of that, I started reading a lot, I couldn’t wait to read and to finally feel good because I didn’t have to think about anything but my books. I remember the first “ real” book I have ever read. I was in second grade, and I was a lonely and sad child. It’s funny because I wanted a book to cheer me up, but I ended up choosing a book with the image of a child in the front page. I thought it was going to be perfect for a 7 year old girl. 
The title of it was “Incompreso” by Montgomery Florence (I couldn’t find the accurate translation, but it means misunderstood). It was the story of two brothers who lost their mother and live with their rich and uncaring father. The younger brother was worshipped by their father, but the older one was mistreated. It was the saddest story ever. But it made me realize that despite my family problems, I shouldn’t have felt that way because my life was overall better than the two brothers in the story. 
Shortly after that, I read another Italian novel, “Cuore” by Edmondo De Amicis, where through the stories of several school aged kids, the values of love for the home country, respect towards the parents, heroism, sacrifice, charity, and to handle tragedies are taught. I believe this is the book who inspired me the most as a child. I remember reading over and over the stories of these kids that instead of living their childhood the way a child should, they faced hard struggles.
Another book I loved was Narcissus and Goldmund by Hermann Hesse. The story is about 2 friends that meet in a monastery in Germany during the Middle Age. One of them leaves in search of the meaning of life. He has a strong desire to experience everything, learn about life and nature. That’s when I really started thinking about exploring and travelling.
Other books inspired me and made me understand so many things. The most important of them, again: I was just so lucky. It was about in Middle School when I read the “Diary of Anne Frank” and “The Night” by Elie Wiesel. Both of them were autobiographies in the time of the Holocaust. Both of them lived through it, and as we know, Anne Frank couldn’t see the end of the war. Elie Wiesel lived long enough to tell about his tragic story in a Nazi camp. The awareness of these shameful events really shaped the way I am today. All the books I read (either novels or biographies) had a deep human touch in them. And that’s what I always loved.
Then, Wir Kinder vom Bahnhof Zoo (sorry again, I couldn’t find the translation fort his one) by Christiane F. The autobiography of a very young teenager, addicted to drugs and alchool , who has sex with men to get money to buy drugs. When I read the book the first time, I found it amazing how a person could write such things not caring about people’s thoughts and judgments. I loved her honest experience and I learnt a lot from it. 
Other books that I have read in the past years also had a deep impact on the way I perceive life, about my ideas, and about the world around me. 
„Nickel And Dimed“ ; a woman’s journey in the „unskilled“ job market in the USA. She leaves her home with a few personal items and her car, for a few months of low wage work. This is unfortunately the reality of today, and that book helped me understand that better. 
Then “ Global Women: Nannies, Maids and Sex Workers”: several stories from women that left their home country in search of a job abroad, leaving their families behind in order to work and send them money.
“The Namesake” , the story of an Indian family moving to America, and all the differences and issued that they have to face in the new country.
Last, but not least, the book that really made me understand a lot of thing about life, and that I have to live it to the fullest by achieving my dreams and goals: “The Last Lecture”. It extremely touching the way the author, who is about to die, talks about his life in a very positive way. This is not the story of a man who let himself go because he knows he’s about to die. It is the story of a man who wants his children to achieve their dreams like he did.
As far as what I would like more about, it is a hard question. I am very interested in current events worlwide, but I just recently started reading about it. Along with that, any kind of novel would be great. I love getting to know more about real facts, but novels are my favorite. 
I usually read, sometimes depending on my schedule it is hard to find the time that I wish I had to read. I don’t turn to books for a particular reason or depending on my mood. I do it for the joy of it, and the great knowledge that only books can give me.

_____________________________________________________________________________
