Dreams from My Father – draft of prompt for possible history,  political science or American culture c;ass
As you may know, events that occurred in the era known as the 1960s profoundly changed American culture.   John F. Kennedy, Malcolm X, Martin Luther King, and Bobby Kennedy were all assassinated.  Dr. King led the civil rights movement, and the Black Panther party was formed.  There were race riots in many American cities.   The Voting Rights Act of 1965 was passed.  The women’s and gay rights movements started.  The war in Vietnam escalated; the peace movement was formed, people protested, and that war finally ended.  Woodstock happened.   Sam Cooke, Stevie Wonder, Michael Jackson , the Beatles, Bob Dylan, the Rolling Stones, the Temptations, among others all wrote, sang and performed hit songs that we still hear frequently today.   Obama refers to some of these events in Dreams from My Father. In his second book, Audacity of Hope, he writes about the culture wars that resulted, and that inform the American consciousness to this day.  

The PBS site (http://www.pbs.org/opb/thesixties/index.html) provides a rich collection of resources.   Browse through the site, and then pick one area to read through carefully.   Then, 
write a paper, or prepare a  presentation in which you analyze two of the political or cultural events about which you have learned.  Describe the events, and offer your explanation of why they happened when and how they did.  Please explain how those events might have affected Obama as a young child.  Are those events still important to an understanding of American history, society, and/or culture?  Why or why not? 
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