Hickman History of Minorities SSN. 183.2441
 History Research Project/Final Exam Presentation

Personal Odyssey 
Your mission: Explore how your environment and societal influences have shaped your identity.  Think about the 5W’s (and most importantly how) made you who you are. In what ways are you marginalized?  
Start with your physical environment: spend several hours exploring your local area until you can draw a sociological map of the community. Walk at minimum 6 blocks around your neighborhood.  Draw a map of the area you walked.  The map should indicate the categories of people and types of buildings found in different places (for example, "newer housing units," "student apartments," new shopping establishments," commercial/residential areas and so on). Identify the patterns you see: observe norms/social culture of public behavior. 
Secondly, conduct primary source research by interviewing people and find out about their experiences in the neighborhood.  Think about which elements of society that you see impacting the category of persons or person you are observing.
Most importantly, think about family roots. Conduct oral histories with family members. Add direct quotes in your paper and attach the formal interview to your final paper.  

Pay special attention to thread of women in the family as well as parents and grandparents.  Themes like: employment, food, home remedies, courtship: Myth or reality?  Use these themes as an example of myth vs. reality and how society influences every aspect of our life.   
Paper Components (100pts.) roughly 5-6pgs:  
1. Map of the area you walked. Highlight the area you walked, as well as label sociological attributes. 

2. What is the brief history of your neighborhood?  What has changed over the years and why? (Think of economics, jobs, industry, immigration, socioeconomic status, cultural patterns). 

3. Discuss current demographics of your neighborhood using Social Explorer.  Do these statistics match what you have researched/seen on your walk? How have these demographics contributed to who you are today?  
4. Relate to themes discussed in class, Myth vs. reality

5. Include photos when necessary.  
Class Presentations (50pts): JUNE 2, 2009
1. Present to the class what made you who you are today.  What was the most surprising thing you learned?  What was the most educational thing you learned?

2. Must be 5-7 minutes long.  I will cut you off after your time is up!

3. Must use multimedia/visual aids!

4. Extra Credit if you make a reality video for the class (again can only be at most 7 minutes long)

Due June 9, 2009

