Course:  CSE099 

"What is community activism and why does someone become a politician?"

I. Given Barak Obama's life, what influences might have led him to become an activist and then a politician? Please write a short 350 word essay on this subject referring to information from the book. 

II. Then, look around your own neighborhood (or somewhere else if you prefer) and find something that needs fixing. Try to make it something doable. You can interview people from the neighborhood and keep notes on what they say. Is there more sanitation needed, affordable housing, or a new traffic light? Is there a bus line that needs to run more often because of overcrowding or a community park that is too dirty or dangerous and needs some police surveillance? Then, you need to find the name of the City Council member or Assemblyman/woman for your district and sketch out a letter to her about this problem mentioning the people you spoke to and the problem. We will re-shape these together, but you will submit them to the instructor first.
Assignment Due Tuesday: 11/3
Contributed by Evelyn Burg 

